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	HOLMDEL TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT

“A COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE”


	

	
	
William R. Satz School


24 Crawfords  Corner Road


Holmdel, NJ 07733


tel: 732-946-1808


fax: 732-834-0089

	
	


October 08, 2005
Dear Parent:

We are planning a field trip to Washington, D.C. for our eighth grade students.  The trip will be held Wednesday, June 7th, through Friday, June 9th, 2006  Enclosed in this mailing are most of the information and the first forms that pertain to this trip.  The back of this letter has a brief index of the material for your easy reference.  You will receive a medication form that will require a physician’s signature at a later date.

The charge for this trip will be $350.00 per student.  An overage is included in the charge to cover chaperones and students whose families cannot afford the cost of the trip, as well as incidentals for the students during the trip (snacks on the ride down/back, tips, unexpected bus parking, etc.).  In the 18 year history of this trip no student has ever stayed home due to financial considerations.
The following items will be needed for those students interested in attending the trip:

1. Completed permission form signed at the three places indicated (Due Tuesday, November 1, 2005).

2. Completed general medical form (Due Tuesday, November 1, 2005).
3. A check for $150.00 made payable to William R. Satz School turned in no later than Tuesday, November 1, 2005.  The completed forms and the check should be returned to Mrs. Scognamillo in the main office of the Satz School.

4. A second payment of $100.00 turned in no later than Friday, December 2, 2005.

5. A final payment of $100.00 turned in no later than Friday, February 3, 2006.

6. A physician-signed medication form and any necessary medications – Due date will be announced.
Eligibility is defined in the Student Handbook under the Code of Conduct/Discipline Procedures, pages 24-27 (see “Points Information” page in this packet), and is viewable on the Internet at http://www.holmdel.k12.nj.us/schools/satz/pdf/handbook_satz.pdf
Full refunds will be provided until Thursday, March 30, 2006.  Refunds requested after this date will need to be considered on an individual basis (see “Payment Information” page in this packet).

An information session will be held on Thursday, October 20, 2005 at 7:30 PM in the Satz School Cafeteria.  All 8th grade parents are encouraged to attend.
Very truly yours,

The Satz Administrative Team
Washington Trip Information Index

Trip Itinerary 

Trip Rules

“Points” Rules/Eligibility

Mailing Itinerary

Payment Information

Trip Consent/Rules Acceptance Form

(Requires parent AND student signatures)

General Medical Form 


Page 3

Page 4

Pages 5-6

Page 7

Page 7

Form 1 (Yellow)

Form 2 (Blue)

Washington DC Trip 2006 Itinerary 
– Revised Oct. 2005
W.R. Satz School

24 Crawfords Corner Road

Holmdel, NJ 07733

Phone # 732-946-1808, Fax # 732-834-0089

Wednesday, June 7, 2006

5:00 AM
Students arrive at school – Backdoor of Cafeteria


5:45

Depart for Arlington, Va




Midway stop in MD for rest and leg stretch


10:30

Arrive Arlington National Cemetery for self-guided tour

(Tomb of the Unknown, JFK/RFK sites, Iran hostage and Challenger Shuttle Memorials, Robert E. Lee House)


12:30 PM
Depart Arlington for Lunch at Pentagon City Mall 

(Included in Price)


2:00

Depart for Museum IMAX Presentation


3:05

IMAX at Museum  


4:30

Buses 1-3 Check in at hotel:

Holiday Inn Capitol

500 C Street SW

Washington DC 20024

202-554-2780




Buses 4-6 Tour Museum


5:30 

Buses 1-3 Relax




Buses 4-6 Check In


6:30

Depart for dinner at Union Station (included in price)


7:30 

Trolleys arrive at Union Station for Monuments at Night tour of 
                                  
Washington D.C.

11:00

Trolleys return us to our hotel for the evening


11:30 PM
Lights Out

Thursday, June 8, 2006

7:30 AM
Wake-up


8:30

Buses depart for Breakfast at Union Station (Included in Price)


9:30

A Day on the Town with Your Chaperone 




(White House, National Archives, Smithsonian Museums, FBI 




 Building, Capitol, Washington Monument, Botanical Gardens, 

 Supreme Court, Folger Shakespeare Library, Library of Congress,     

 National Geographic Society, Ford Theater, Peterson House, 

 Newseum, etc.) (***Lunch is NOT included today***)

4:30 PM

Return to Hotel to get ready for dinner


6:30

Depart Hotel for Dinner Cruise 


7:30

Dinner Cruise and Dancing on the Potomac River 


11:30 PM
Lights out

Friday, June 9, 2006

6:30 AM
Wake up


7:30

Buses 1-3 Load Buses




Buses 4-6 Check Rooms


8:00

Buses 1-3 Check Rooms




Buses 4-6 Load Buses


8:30

Breakfast at Union Station


9:45 

Depart for National Zoo


11:30 PM
Depart Zoo for Inner Harbor, Baltimore, Md


12:45

Collect @ restaurants, hand out meal order tickets


1:00 

Lunch at ESPN Zone or Hard Rock Café (Included in Price)


3:30

Depart Inner Harbor for WR Satz School, Holmdel 


7:30 PM

Arrive WR Satz School, Holmdel, in front of school

Trip Rules

In order to maintain order during the class trip, the following rules will be in effect and must be observed by all students. Any student violating rules may be placed on social isolation for the entire trip or for part thereof and may be expelled from the remainder of the trip.

1. Be at the Satz School by 5:00 AM on June 7th.  We will return at approximately 8:00 PM on June 9th, 2006
2. Clothing:  You will be expected to wear appropriate clothing.  Neat and clean!

· You will be limited to one suitcase and you must be able to carry it.  You will be permitted to bring a small backpack on the bus.

· Be sure to tag your luggage with your address only.  Include a tag inside the bag AND outside the bag.

· Don’t wear shoes that will bother your feet.  You will be doing a lot of walking.  No clogs, flip-flops, or open sandals.

3. Meals:  You will be expected to follow the directions of restaurant personnel, and to use proper table manners.

· Since snacks are expensive in D.C.; you may bring some along in your backpack [no glass bottles, pixie stix (raw sugar candies), caffeine enhanced beverages, or energy drinks].
4. Behavior on the bus:
· Students are to remain in their seats while the bus is moving.

· Keep your bus clean.  There will be garbage bags on the bus – use them!

· Silence should be maintained while any adult is making announcements on the bus.

5. Behavior while touring:
· Students must stay with their assigned chaperone and follow all tour directions.

· Photography regulations must be followed.

· Do no go anywhere by yourself, including the lavatory.
6. Behavior in the hotel:
· Do not leave your room or go to any other part of the hotel without specific directions from your chaperone.

· Any damage to a room will be paid for by all students in that room.

· No horseplay, running or yelling will be tolerated.

· Breaking curfew will result in immediate expulsion from the trip.

· No room service is allowed.

· Phone calls can be made from your chaperone’s room, the lobby, or your cell phone with a chaperone present.  No credit card or collect calls may be made from your room.

· Do not open curtains or windows.

7. Possession or use of alcoholic beverages, knives, firecrackers, tobacco products (lighters, matches) illegal substances and drugs other than those listed on your medication form are forbidden.

8. Student rooms and/or luggage will be inspected as deemed necessary.

9. General
· Report to your chaperone and answer promptly when a head-count is taken.

· Be prompt for all departure times.

· Report any injury or illness to your chaperone, the administrator, or the nurse.

12. Things to Remember:
· We are not responsible for any valuables that you bring.  If there is a question – don’t bring it.

· You will want to bring a camera, film, etc, with you, but keep them in your possession.  Bring more than you think you will need.  You should not bring video cameras or other expensive electronics.

· The busses may be equipped with VCRs.  We will take suggestions for films to be shown during the bus ride.  (Must not be rated above PG-13)

· Spending money is needed for one lunch, snacks, and souvenirs, if desired.  Suggestion: $30.00-50.00.

· Leave TV game stations at home, do not bring anything to attach to hotel televisions. 

· Any cell phone brought on the trip may only be used in the presence of a chaperone.

Points Information and Eligibility

The following information is excerpted from the W. R. Satz Student Handbook.  These are not the complete rules as regards discipline and points, but rather an applicable selection.  View the complete rules in the Student Handbook at the front of every Satz School Planner, or online at 

http://www.holmdel.k12.nj.us/schools/satz/pdf/handbook_satz.pdf
Field Trips
All policies of a disciplinary nature are created to safeguard the well being of our students. It is an awesome responsibility to take middle school students to a museum or other off school sites and allow them freedom. Students must have maturity to handle this situation and our focus must be on hallway, bus, lunchroom behavior and such. If teachers have misgivings about students handling an unstructured environment, their concerns will be discussed with the administration. Alternative accommodations or removal from a specific trip might be implemented under certain circumstances.

Students must have written permission from parents/guardians for all field trips. Permission slips containing pertinent information about the trip will be sent home prior to any planned excursion.

J. Point System

In accordance with the policy established by the staff and administration from W.R. Satz School specifically, a point system also exists. The point system helps to assure that all students obey the school rules and regulations and respects the legitimate authority of the school, its teachers and administrators.

1. Warnings (oral or written) – no points assessed

2. Detentions (Office) – 1 point per day

3. In School Suspension/Out of School Suspension – 2 points per day

• Accumulation of (15) fifteen points

Upon committing the fifteenth discipline point, a mandatory administrative conference will be held between the parent/guardian(s), student, Counselor and Principal for a complete review of the student’s school activities at that time. The student will then remain on a probationary status and the student’s participation in extra-curricular activities such as school dances, athletic events, plays and concerts and other activities will be evaluated and can be denied to the student at the Principal’s discretion.

• Accumulation of (25) twenty-five points

Upon the accumulation of twenty-five or more discipline points, an administrative conference will be held between the

parent/guardian(s), the student and the building Principal. Once a student accumulates 25 points, they will be unable to participate in any school and/or extra-curricular activities. This includes but is not limited to, removal from the Washington, D.C. trip (8th grade students), non-participation in any end of the year field-day events, denial of admittance to school dances, parties, and social events.

Inclusion in any curriculum-based field trips, events or activities, will be decided on an event-by-event basis.

• Point Reduction

In an effort to reinforce positive behavior, a student may reduce his or her discipline point record by two (2) points every (30) thirty days of appropriate behavior displayed.

(See “H. Disciplinary Measures” for a complete penalty reference list)

I. Infractions with Penalty References

1. Disturbances which disrupt instruction (1, 2, 3, 4)

2. Repeatedly disruptive and/or substantially interferes with the teacher’s authority in class, giving rise to removal on four or

more occasions per semester (4,5) 

3. Abusive language and/or indecent gestures directed at staff, students or visitors on school grounds or at school functions

(1,2,3,4)

4. Carelessness in failing to follow school rules and staff directions. (1,2)

5. Dress or grooming which is inappropriate as described by the Holmdel code of conduct. (1,2)

6. Possession or dissemination of obscene materials. (1,2,3,4)

7. Smoking or other tobacco use on campus or at school functions. (1,2,4)

8. Cheating in any academic, extra-curricular or co-curricular activity. (1,2,3,4,5)

9. Abusive and/or indecent language and/or gestures directed at school employees or students on school grounds or at school

functions, which provoke a fight. (2,3,4)

10. Willful failure to obey the reasonable directives of school staff (insubordination), including directives not to engage in

conduct otherwise referenced as an infraction in this code and for failing to notify a parent of assignment to detention.

(1,2,3,4,5)

11. Fighting between students where no dangerous instruments are involved and no person is injured in the altercation. (2,3,4)

12. Fighting between students where harm is caused to one or more of the combatants. (3,4,5,8)

13. A fight involving the use or threatened use of a dangerous weapon. (4,5,6,8)

14. Any violent act against a teacher or other staff member, as directed by this code (5,8)

15. Any violent act against another student or person in the schools or at a school function, as described in this code. (5,8)

16. Possession of dangerous or deadly weapons on school property. (6,8)

17. Possession of illegal drugs, dangerous drugs, counterfeit drugs or alcohol, or a substance which the individual believes or

represents to be such drugs or alcohol, at school or while at school functions. (4,5,7,8)

18. Use of illegal drugs, dangerous drugs, counterfeit drugs or alcohol, or a substance which the individual believes or represents to be such drugs or alcohol, at school or while at school functions. (4,5,7,8)

19. Sale or other distribution of illegal drugs, dangerous drugs, counterfeit drugs or alcohol, or a substance which the individual believes or represents to be such drugs or alcohol, at school or while at school functions. (5,7,8)

20. Possession of fireworks while on school property or at school functions. (4,5)

21. Use of fireworks while on school property or at school functions. (4,5)

23. Commission of conduct which constitutes a crime while on school property or at a school function. (4,5,6,8)

24. Gambling (3,4)

25. Hazing (4,5)

26. Lewd Behavior (3,4,5)

27. Extortion (4,5,8)

28. Plagiarism (3,4)

29. Arson (4,5,8)

30. Intentional destruction of school property (3,4,5,8)

31. Theft of school property (4,5,8)

32. Mental or physical condition which endangers the health, safety and/or welfare of the student or others (3,4,5,8)

33. Use or possession of beepers, cellular phones, lighters, light or laser pointers, use of text phones and/or picture phones to

engage in cheating or violation of the privacy rights of others. (Confiscation, 2,3)

34. Violation of computer use policy (1,2,3,4,5, Suspension of Computer Privileges)

35. Class, study hall, homeroom, teacher detention, administrative detention cuts. (1,2,3,4)

36. Eating or drinking outside of lunch periods or where prohibited. (1,2)

38. Activation of a false alarm, bomb threat or other disaster alarm (5,6,7)

39. Forgery or fraud (3,4,5)

40. Harassment (sexual, racial, etc.) (2,3,4,5,6,7)

41. Intimidation or coercion (3,4,5,7)

42. Leaving campus without authorization (3,4)

44. Public displays of affection beyond hand holding. (1,2,3)

45. Tardiness to class/school (1,2, lunch detention)

46. Unauthorized absence from school (1,2,3)

47. Theft of personal property (2,3,4,5)

48. Trespassing while suspended from school (4,5)

Mailing Itinerary

In order to ensure student safety and reservations, it is imperative that forms and payments be returned on time.  Forms may be turned in at the main office of the W. R. Satz School.  Following is a list of due dates for forms and payments.

Due Date:

· Tuesday, November 1, 2005, 4 p.m.

· Completed permission form signed at the three places indicated (Yellow)

· Completed general medical form (Blue)

· First payment (check for $150.00 made payable to William R. Satz School)
· Friday, December 2, 2005, 4 p.m.

· Second payment (check for $100.00 made payable to William R. Satz School)

· Friday, February 3, 2006, 4 p.m.

· Final payment(check for $100.00 made payable to William R. Satz School)
· Date To Be Announced (May)

· Physician-signed medical form and any necessary medications (Pink)

If forms or payments are not returned by the due date, reservations will not be held, and the student will not be able to attend the Washington field trip.  These deadlines are final.

Payment Information

1. Be sure to include your child’s name on all checks and envelopes.

2. Make checks payable to the William R. Satz School.

3. Turn payments in at the Satz School’s main office.

4. Missed payment will cause forfeiture of student’s trip reservation and loss of previously paid deposits.

5. Full refunds will be provided until Thursday, March 30, 2006.  Refunds requested after this date will need to be considered on an individual basis.

6. For cancellations prior to this date, please put the cancellation request in writing; a parent signature must be included on the request.

7. Students who have made payments but who become ineligible due to accumulated points (Eligibility is defined in the Student Conduct Code, page 23 [see “Points Information” page, included]) after March 30, 2006, are not guaranteed a refund.
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