SECTION B

SELF-ASSESSMENT OF THE MIDDLE STATES STANDARDS FOR ACCREDITATION

(Items to include in this section of the self-study)
B.1.  Standards Self-Assessment Process

B.2.  Standards Self-Assessment Report

The above sections are included for each standard.
· Standard 1: Philosophy/Mission

· Standard 2: Governance and Leadership

· Standard 3: School Improvement Planning

· Standard 4: Finances

· Standard 5: Facilities

· Standard 6: School Climate and Organization

· Standard 7: Health and Safety

· Standard 8: Educational Program

· Standard 9: Assessment and Evidence of Student Learning

· Standard 10: Student Services

· Standard 11: Student Life and Student Activities

· Standard 12: Information Resources and Technology

MIDDLE STATES STANDARD FOR ACCREDITATION #1:  PHILOSOPHY/MISSION 
B.1. Standards Self-Assessment Process
This assessment was completed via the following method(s) (describe all that apply):

a.)  A subcommittee comprised of the following individuals:

	Committee Member’s Name
	Role in the School’s Community (e.g. teacher, parent, student, etc.)

	William Loughran
	Assistant Principal

	Jeannette Malizia
	Teacher

	Anna Ranieri
	Teacher

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     


**NOTE:  Committee size and composition may vary depending upon the school’s size, the topic to be addressed, etc. If needed, add lines to the above chart.

b.) A survey. 

	Name of Survey: AFG Middle States Survey

	Total Number of Surveys Completed
	875

	The results represent surveys completed by:
	

	· Students
	706

	· Parents
	84

	· Faculty and Staff 
	85

	· Administrators
	     

	· Board Members
	     

	· Business/Community Representative
	     

	· Other
	     


c.) Other methods used to determine this assessment: 

     
B.2. Standards Self-Assessment Report

Instructions for Self-Assessment of Indicators of Quality
The school must meet this Standard for Accreditation to be granted “Accreditation” by the Middle States Association. The Indicators of Quality for the Standard identify the types of evidence that, when taken together, indicate whether the school meets the Standard. The school may indicate other types of evidence particular to the school in the “Other” section provided below. Rate the degree to which the school meets each Indicator by using the following scale:

	Evidence This Indicator Describes Our School

	1.  
 There is no evidence the Indicator describes our school

	2.     There is limited evidence the Indicator describes our school

	3.     There is sufficient evidence the Indicator describes our school

	4.     There is exceptional evidence the Indicator describes our school

	DK   Do not know if this Indicator describes our school


Middle States Association Accreditation Standard 1:

Philosophy/Mission
The Standard: The school has a clearly written and actively implemented statement of philosophy/mission that conveys the general and specific purposes of its educational program, expresses expectations for quality, and serves as the basis for daily operational and instructional decision making as well as long-range planning. Stakeholders give input into the development of the school’s philosophy/mission and understand and accept it. This document is aligned with the community served and is reviewed periodically by stakeholder representatives.

	MSA Indicator
	Evidence of Implementation

	1.1 The school takes steps to ensure that students and their families understand and support the school’s philosophy/mission.
	3
1   2   3   4   DK


Comments:
The planning committee has taken great pains to educate parents and staff on the formation of the mission statement -- they in the process of making it more widely known in the school community.
	1.2 The philosophy/mission is consistent with ethical norms and demonstrates respect for persons of all races, creeds, and cultures.
	4
1   2   3   4   DK


Comments:

     
	1.3 The philosophy/mission is free of contradiction, ambiguity, and excessive abstraction.
	4
1   2   3   4   DK


Comments:

     
	1.4 The school implements a system to assess its effectiveness in fulfilling its philosophy/mission.
	2
1   2   3   4   DK


Comments:

     
	1.5 The school’s philosophy/mission is clearly communicated in its brochures, promotional materials, policy and procedural handbooks, web site, and similar resources.
	2
1   2   3   4   DK


Comments:

     
	Other:       


	     
1   2   3   4   DK


Comments:

     
1. List the significant strengths of the school in the area of Philosophy/Mission.

· The Planning Committee took seriously the input received from all stakeholders in developing Belief statements and fashioning a corresponding Mission Statement. The final statement reflects weeks of discussion, thought, reflection, and revision. We are quite proud of the finished product.
2. List the significant areas for improvement of the school in the area of Philosophy/Mission.

Obviously, we need a better job in "promoting" our mission and beliefs to a greater cross section of our school community. We are in the process of doing so.
3. Based on the strengths and areas for improvement identified, list any important next steps or strategic priorities related to Philosophy/Mission that should be included in the action plan in the Plan for Growth and Improvement (see Part D.9.).

In regards to "promoting the mission" -- a web site is being developed and updated, and periodic discussion of our mission will take place at department and full faculty meeting. 

Instructions for Self-Assessment of Standard for Accreditation

After a rating has been assigned for each of the Indicators of Quality and after considering those ratings in the aggregate, make a determination whether, based on the school community’s self-assessment,  the school meets or does not meet this Standard for Accreditation.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Our self-assessment is that our school is in adherence with this Standard for 
Accreditation

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Our self-assessment is that our school is not in adherence with this Standard for 
Accreditation
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